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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-13 are pending. This action is in response to the remarl<s received 
August 14, 2006. 

Response to Arguments 

The rejection of claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Stefik (US 5,715,403) and Grawrock et al. (US 2004/0093506) is maintained. 

Upon a closer examination, Applicant's arguments filed August 14, 2006 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In response to the arguments concerning the previously rejected claims the 
following comments are made: 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., real time; when client beings accessing a work; how to arrange when to start timing 
access; low overhead mechanism) are not recited In the rejected claim (s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
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USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091 , 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach having the third 
party both begin timing access. The examiner disagrees with applicant's representative 
since Stefik teaches having the third party both begin timing access ffias. 15-18) . Stefik 
discloses time duration of the usage by the consumer. He teaches the license control system 
then sends a reply datagram to the license check monitor indicating denial or approval of 
usage. The license control system will deny usage in the event that request datagrams go 
unanswered after a predetermined period of time (which may indicate an unauthorized 
attempt to use the licensed product). In this system, usage is managed at a central location 
by the response datagrams. So for example If license fees have not been paid, access to the 
licensed product is terminated. Such conditions include a copy-count condition for limiting 
the number of times a right can be concurrently exercised (e.g. limit the number of copies on 
loan to some predetermined number), a security class condition for insuring that a repository 
has an appropriate level of security, access conditions for specifying access tests that must 
be passed, a time specification for indicating time based constraints for exercising a right and 
a fee specification for indicating usage fees for the exercise of a right. 

In addition. Applicant alleges that the prior art made of record fails to teach a 
browser. The examiner disagrees with applicant's representative since Grawrock 
teaches a browser system (para. 0179. 0014. 0016-0017. 0019. and 0032) . Grawrock 
discloses an Internet system by way of a more concrete example, after properly logging into 
the system and providing all appropriate passwords, the authorized user decides to connect 



Application/Control Number: 09/368,996 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3691 

via the Internet with a Web site or a like source of data that downloads ActiveX.TM. 
components or like kinds of 'applets' into the user's computer. Thus, his system authorizes 
user to connect via the Internet with a Web site (e.g. web site including a browser). 

With regards to the claims rejected as taught by Stefik and Grawrock, the 
examiner would like to point out that the reference teaches the claimed limitations and 
thus provides adequate support for the claimed limitations. Therefore, the examiner 
maintains that Stefik and Grawrock taught the claimed limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stefik 
(US 5,715,403) in view of Grawrock et al. (US 2004/0093506). 

Re claims 1,10, and 13, Stefik teaches a method of billing, by a third party, for access 
by a consumer to information made available by a vendor over a computer network, with the 
billing based on how long the consumer elects to access the information (col. 7. lines 1 6-48; 
col. 17. lines 5-60: figs. 1 and 3: Stefik discloses a third party to control the billings as a billing 
clearinghouse) , the method comprising the steps of: 

a) when a consumer visits a vendor network address and decides to purchase access 
to information made available over the computer network by the vendor, having the 
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consumer exercise a third-party link that will connect the consumer to the third party (col. IB- 
lines 1-42: fig. 14) : 

b) having the third party provide to the consumer an exercisable start-session link for 
starting access to the information (col. 8. lines 22-32: fics. 1 1 and 15: In figure 15. Stefik 
discloses start-session bv periodically recording billing transactions based on when the 
customer starts and end) : and 

c) having the third-party link and the start-session link are links on respective pages 
for presentation to the consumer by equipment operated by the consumer (figs. 15-18: Stefik 
discloses time duration of the usage bvthe consumer) . 

However, Stefik does not explicitly teach a browser hosted. On the other hand, 
Grawrock discloses a browser hosted when he discloses an Intemet system (para. 0179. 
0014. 0016-0017. 0019. and 0032) . Grawrock discloses records may be stored as digital 
data in a computer that is operatively coupled to a network (e.g., the Internet). His system 
authorizes user to connect via the Intemet with a Web site. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement a browser hosted in an Intemet that 
has a Web site as discloses in Grawrock. 

Re claims 2 and 5, Stefik teaches a method of billing a consumer for access for a 
limited time to information made available by a vendor, the access provided over a computer 
network, the method requiring participation by a third party to mediate between the consumer 
and the vendor (col. 7. lines 16-48: col. 17. lines 5-60: figs. 1 and 3: Stefik discloses a third 
party to control the billings as a billing clearinghouse) , the method comprising the steps of: 
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a) having the vendor establish an account with the third party and provide to the third 
party a session connect address that is an address on the computer network of the 
information made available by the vendor (col. 13. lines 20-67: fig. 5) : 

b) having the third party provide the vendor with a start session address that is an 
address on the computer network of the third party to which the vendor is to direct a 
consumer to start timing access by the consumer to the information made available by the 
vendor (col. 48. lines 35-59: fias. 15-18) : 

c) having the vendor make available over the computer network a pricetag link that 
will connect a prospective consumer with the third party (col. 29. line 59 to col. 30. line 67: 
Stefik discloses billing transaction corresponding to pricetac) : 

d) if the consumer exercises the pricing link, having the third party return to the 
consumer a pricetag page that includes a price-per-unit time for access to the information 
made available for access by the vendor, a maximum duration of access for which the 
consumer is authorized, and a link to the start session address, which is an address of the 
third party (col. 32. lines 46-67: col. 29. line 59 to col. 30. line 67) : 

e) if the consumer exercises the link to the start session address, having the third 
party return to the consumer an end session link, which the consumer can use to terminate 
the purchase of access to information from the vendor earlier than waiting for the maximum 
duration of access to expire, and an authentication code (figs. 15-18) : 

f) also if the consumer exercises the link to the start session address, having the third 
party provide to the vendor the consumer authentication code and the consumer address. 
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and begin billing the cx}nsumer beginning when the consumer exercised the start session link 
fcoL 29. line 59 to col. 31 . line 48) : 

g) having the vendor provide to the consumer a page, located at the session connect 
address of the vendor, that provides an access link to the information made available by the 
vendor (col. 27. line 32 to col. 28, line 65: Stefik discloses hotlist that enables session 
connection for different transactions) : 

h) if the consumer exercises the access link, having the vendor provide access to the 
information until either the maximum duration expires, or the consumer exercises the end 
session link (col. 22. lines 10-46) : and 

i) if the consumer exercises the end session link, which redirects the consumer to the 
third party, having the third party notify the vendor that the consumer access is terminated, 
and having the third party stop billing the consumer (col. 21 , line 49 to col. 22, line 37: Stefik 
discloses time specification including end-session link) : 

wherein the pricetag link and the link to the start session address are links on 
respective pages for presentation to the consumer by equipment operated by the consumer 
(coL 29. line 59 to col. 30, line 67: figs. 15-18) . 

However, Stefik does not explicitly teach a browser hosted. On the other hand, 
Grawrock discloses a browser hosted when he discloses an Internet system (para. 0179, 
0014, 0016-0017. 0019. and 0032) . Grawrock discloses records may be stored as digital 
data in a computer that is operatively coupled to a network (e.g., the Internet). His system 
authorizes user to connect via the Internet with a Web site. Thus, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to Implement a browser hosted in an Internet that 
has a Web site as discloses in Grawrock. 

Re claim 3, Stefik teaches when the consumer accesses the network address of the 
vendor, the vendor transmits to the consumer a page with the pricetag link that provides 
enough information to the consumer for the consumer to decide whether to look further into 
purchasing information from the vendor (col. 29. line 59 to col. 30. line 67) . Stefik discloses 
billing transaction corresponding to pricetag. 

Re claim 4, Stefik teaches third party redirects the consumer to link to the vendor and 
in so linking passes to the vendor the consumer authorization code and consumer address 
as parameters of the link (col. 26. line 38 to col. 27. line 67) . 

Re claims 6, 8, and 12, Stefik teaches third party stops timing access based on the 
consumer having exceeded a maximum duration of access to the information (figs. 15-18) . 
In figures 1 5-1 8, Stefik discloses timing duration for being and ending sessions. 

Re claims 7, 9, and 1 1 , Stefik teaches third party stops timing access to the 
information when the consumer exercises an end-session link that redirects the consumer to 
the third party (col. 21 . line 49 to col. 22. line 37) . Stefik discloses time specification including 
end-session link. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached during her flextime schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct-usDto.aov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 21 7-9|97 ftAfree). / 

5/22/2007 ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI 

SUPERVISORY RWTENT EXAMINER 



